
PROGRAMME – Neuroimmunology Australia Workshop 13 June 2025 
 

8:30 Breakfast 
9:20 Opening of workshop (Fabienne Brilot) 
9:30 Session 1 Chair: Fabienne Brilot 
9:30 Ali Habib Key developments in Myasthenia gravis 

10:05 Elisha Siwan 
Live MOG-IgG cell-based assay: national accreditation on high-
dimensional spectral flow cytometry 

10:20 Jane Andersen 

Laboratory biomarkers for the prediction of relapse in myelin 
oligodendrocyte glycoprotein antibody-associated disease: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis 

10:35 Jenny Fung 
Targeting C5a Inflammation in ALS: Ex Vivo Findings from 
PMX205 Phase Ib Trial 

10:50 Minduli Withana 
PAC1 Deficiency Exacerbates ER Stress and Impairs Myelin 
Regeneration in a Mouse Model of Multiple Sclerosis 

11:05 Morning tea and poster viewing 
11:30 Session 2 Chair:  Aakanksha Dixit 

11:30 Megan Monaghan 
Spatial Mapping of Pro-inflammatory CD4+ T Cell Subsets and 
Migratory Cues in the Inflamed CNS 

11:45 Caleb Wong Han 
Investigating neutrophil-driven inflammatory T cells in CNS 
autoimmunity. 

12:00 Martina Pesenti 
Determining the Role of Adaptive Immunity in a Mouse Model for 
Aicardi-Goutières Syndrome  

12:30 Christabella Winata 
Investigating CNS white matter defects in a murine model of Aicardi-
Goutières syndrome 

12:45 Rovin Verdillo 
Dual roles of the brain microvasculature: From protector to 
driver of pathology 

13:00 Lunch and poster viewing 
14:00 Session 3 Chair:  Todd Hardy 
14:00 Merilee Needham Is Inclusion Body Myositis Autoimmune?  

14:35 Aakanksha Dixit 
A parasitic worm derived ATPase modulator as a potential 
multifunctional therapeutic for multiple sclerosis 

14:50 Samantha Dando 

Region-specific cyst localisation and widespread innate 
immune activation in the retina and brain in a mouse model of 
acute toxoplasmosis 

15:05 Laura Grice 
Defining the impact of lesion level on intraspinal inflammation 
and wound healing through multi-omics 

15:20 Bhuvana Haishankar 
Characterisation of neuroinflammation in growth-restricted postnatal 
day 10 piglets 

15:35 Afternoon tea 
16:00 Awards Award Committee: Markus Hofer, Judith Greer (Co-chairs) 

16:10 
Panel discussion and Q&A on using artificial intelligence in academia (Chair: 
Fabienne Brilot) 

16:45 Conclusion of workshop 



Poster Presenter  Poster Title 
Manuela Estphan & 
Katia Reis 

Interleukin-6 classical and trans signaling have overlapping and 
distinct gene expression responses 
 

Hannah Musco Proteomic plasma screening in fetal growth restriction piglets reveals 
altered pathways  
 

Melina Haritopoulou-
Sinanidou 

CD93: A new complement-linked target for immunomodulation and 
wound healing in SCI 
 

Heli Soni Mapping the unseen: Exploring complement system dynamics in 
Alzheimer’s neuroinflammation 
 

Tristen Jackson Integrated experimental and mathematical approaches to modelling 
neuroinflammation 
 

Mary Ann Zajaczkowski The effects of the neurotropic parasite Toxoplasma gondii on 
microglia, astrocytes and neurons during experimental chronic 
infection in mice 
 

Hamish Hay Spatial mapping of microglia and astrocyte subtypes in experimental 
autoimmune encephalitis 
 

Grace Risby-Jones Targeting IL-6 trans-signalling reduces inflammation in ALS models 
 

Alana R Julianisya Complement C3a receptor signalling constrains A1 astrocyte 
induction in motor neuron disease 
 

Titaya Lerskiatiphanich Targeting CXCR2 to modulate neutrophil-mediated inflammation in 
Motor Neuron Disease 

 
  


